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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN VE 

SUBJECT: VENEZUELAN ACCEPTANCE OF 1966 LOADLINE CONVENTION 
REF: STATE 218786 

1. ON NOVEMBER 9, VENEZUELAN FOREIGN MINISTRY INFORMED EMBASSY 
THAT IT HAD REQUESTED RATIFICATION OF LOADLINE CONVENTION EARLY 
IN SEPTEMBER, 1973, AND THAT CONGRESS WAS PROVIDED WITH ALL BACK- 
GROUND MATERIAL REGARDING WITHHOLDING OF FINES LEVIED AGAINST 
VENEZUELAN VESSELS BY U.S. COAST GUARD. HOWEVER, DUE TO OTHER 
PRESSING LEGISLATIVE MATTERS, CONGRESS FAILED TO ACT ON RATIFI- 
CATION SUBJECT CONVENTION. 

2. VENEZUELA WILL HAVE ELECTIONS DECEMBER 9. CONGRESS IS OUT 

OF SESSION AND THE NEW CONGRESS WILL NOT CONVENE UNTIL MARCH, 1974. 
THUS, NO ACTION ON THIS MATTER CAN BE EXPECTED BEFORE THAT DATE, 
ACCORDING TO FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN. 

MCCLINTOCK 
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